July 17, 2008

WELCOMING REPUBLICANS TO
THE NATIONAL RENEWABLE EN-
ERGY LAB IN COLORADO

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr.
good morning.

Tomorrow, several of my Republican
colleagues are coming to Golden, Colo-
rado, which is my home, to visit the
National Renewable Energy Lab, and I
want to welcome them, and I want to
thank them for coming out to take a
look at that laboratory. It’s the finest
laboratory in the world to come up
with energy efficiency and renewable
energy alternatives.

In this day and age with gas at $4 a
gallon, we have to look forward. We
cannot remain hooked and addicted to
oil and dependent on the Middle East.
And so by them coming out to Colo-
rado—they’ve never really favored re-
newable energy and energy efficiency—
but it’s time that we stop this addic-
tion that we face.

And so we all know, and I'm begin-
ning to hear my friends on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle recognize the
need for renewable energy and energy
efficiency because it’s good for na-
tional security, it’s good for the cli-
mate, and it is good for jobs; and I wel-
come them to my home in Golden, Col-
orado, and I look forward to them look-
ing and visiting the National Renew-
able Energy Lab.

———
J 1030
MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES

Speaker,

ON 8. 2062, NATIVE AMERICAN
HOUSING ASSISTANCE AND
SELF-DETERMINATION REAU-

THORIZATION ACT OF 2007

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion to instruct at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Roskam moves that the managers on
the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the House amendment to the bill S. 2062 be
instructed to include in the conference
agreement the provision in section 202(2)(A)
of the Senate bill providing that develop-
ment and rehabilitation of utilities and util-
ity services shall be eligible affordable hous-
ing activities under the Indian Housing
Block Grant Program.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. ROSKAM) and the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) will
be recognized for 30 minutes each.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, in the in-
terest of full disclosure, my side of the
aisle is looking at every conceivable
opportunity under the House rules and
in any reasonable parlance of conversa-
tion to talk about energy.

So when we’re beginning this con-
versation today, follow me along, be-
cause we're going to start about Native
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American housing, but eventually, the
conversation is going to turn to en-
ergy. And why is that?

It’s true, Mr. Speaker, because that’s
what the entire country is talking
about, and that’s what the entire coun-
try, I would submit, wants the House
to focus its, no pun intended, energy
on. So follow me, if you will.

When the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 was passed, it reorganized hous-
ing assistance for Native Americans by
eliminating several disparate Federal
assistance programs and replacing
them with the Indian Housing Block
Grant program.

In the underlying statute, section 202
specifies eligible affordable housing ac-
tivities for the block grant program,
with the goal of developing, operating,
maintaining, or supporting affordable
housing or homeownership.

Further, section 202(2)(A) of S. 2062
amends current law and expands the el-
igible affordable housing activities
under the statute. The language of the
aforementioned bill would give tribes
more flexibility under the Act by al-
lowing a recipient to utilize funds not
only for the acquisition and new con-
struction of affordable housing, but it
would also allow tribes to utilize block
grant funds for the development and
rehabilitation of utilities and nec-
essary infrastructure to achieve great-
er energy efficiency.

Native Americans in this country are
facing serious housing problems. Last
Congress, the Financial Services Com-
mittee held several hearings to inves-
tigate the housing situation in Indian
lands, which are the result of wide-
spread poverty, high unemployment,
homelessness, and a lack of affordable
housing on Native American lands. In
addition to reorganizing the program,
the statute sought to provide Native
Americans the right to self-determina-
tion and self-governance by allowing
tribes to have greater freedom over
their tribal housing. Reauthorization is
an important step in addressing many
of these issues.

Like every American today, Mr.
Speaker, Native Americans are strug-
gling with the high cost of energy.
Whether on tribal lands or in suburban
America, families are grappling with
the escalating cost of energy in today’s
economy and the effect it has on main-
taining housing affordability. Rising
energy costs associated with renting or
owning a home and the transportation
cost of traveling back and forth from
home to work are having a devastating
impact on everyone’s budget, including
families in Indian country.

So the conversation then surrounds
itself around greater flexibility and en-
hancing, literally, the opportunity for
Native Americans to pursue energy so-
lutions, particularly as it relates to
utilities. And why is this important?

This is important, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause we need to take a holistic ap-
proach. We need to pursue every con-
ceivable, reasonable energy alter-
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native, Mr. Speaker. We’ve got to make
sure that we don’t leave any solutions
on the table and we pursue everything.

So, for example, yesterday we had a
hearing in the Financial Services Com-
mittee where the Chairman of the Fed-
eral Reserve, Chairman Bernanke,
came in and commented on a wide
range of elements of the economy. But
what was particularly interesting, I
found, among other things, was the as-
sertion that he made when he said this:
that if we increase production of oil by
1 percent, he anticipates a 10 percent
drop in price. Let me say that again.
I'm going to say that two more times,
it’s so unbelievable. A 1 percent in-
crease in production, according to the
Chairman of the Federal Reserve, who
we defer on many things in our econ-
omy, he said would create a 10 percent
decrease in price. A 1 percent increase
in production would create a 10 percent
decrease in price.

That is a staggering assertion from
the person that both sides of the aisle
give a great deal of deference to, both
sides of the aisle listen to and consult
with and are very interested in his
comments. And he says, again, a 1 per-
cent increase in production creates a 10
percent decrease in price.

So how does the motion to instruct
weave into this? The motion to in-
struct is part of a broader conversation
on energy, and I think what my side of
the aisle is trying to assert in this and
in other bills obviously that have come
before the floor in the past several
days, Mr. Speaker, is that when it
comes to energy and when it comes to
solutions, we need a holistic approach,
and not to allow ourselves to be hide-
bound by an orthodoxy that has devel-
oped among some elements that are
driving the other side of the aisle, to
say, well, we’re not going to pursue
those things, those are not on the
table, we’re not going to pursue en-
hanced production, we’re not going to
pursue clean coal technologies, we’re
not going to pursue some of these other
technologies that are so dynamic and
are so vibrant.

So I have done my best, Mr. Speaker,
to weave the energy debate into this
motion to instruct.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, first, let me say that I think
this is a very reasonable motion to in-
struct, and I urge all Members to vote
for it.

I do want to take a moment, since we
are talking about the Native American
housing benefit, to explain to people
what the major issue is. It’s not the
subject of a matter of discussion. It
wasn’t that controversial in our com-
mittee, and it has to do with the action
of the Cherokee Tribe.

The Cherokee Tribe was one of sev-
eral tribes that owned slaves in the
19th century and fought on the side of
the South in the Civil War. When the
Civil War was concluded, treaties were
signed, not just with the Confederacy.
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